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Instructions for Using Sudoku Puzzles 
For free and priced Sudoku puzzles by Wise Owl Factory 

Teacher Information page #1 

This section has instructions and strategies for working with Sudoku picture puzzles as well as 

letter-sized-teaching-posters for students.  Also consult the student pages for further 

information regarding these puzzles.  

 

For any level of puzzle, first provide a print out of the answer page. Provide one set of puzzle 

pieces.  This is a 9 X 9 puzzle set up for students to practice noticing that each picture is the 

only one in a row, column, or 9 X 9 sub-grid within the puzzle.  Remove the answer key and 

provide a level 1 card for session two.  

 

4 X 4 puzzles have only one level of difficulty. There are four different puzzles.  

6 X 6 puzzles have three levels of difficulty.  There are two cards with 3 levels each. 

8 X 8 puzzles have four levels of difficulty. There are two cards with 4 levels each. 

9 X 9 puzzles have five levels of difficulty.  There are two cards with 5 levels each. 
 

ALL PUZZLES HAVE  EITHER BLACK AND WHITE OR COLR PRINTING OPTIONS.  The problems are 

different so both may be used in one classroom, (except for the 4 X 4 puzzles which are the 

same in both printing options.). 
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Teacher Information page #2 

The best set-up for the 4 X 4 puzzles is to use a tray Montessori style.  Provide only 

the missing pieces for the one puzzle being presented.  Children not familiar with 

Sudoku puzzles will benefit from some practice with these puzzles.  The biggest 

thing for the students to notice is there is only one type of picture in a row, 

column, or sub-grid.  The sub-grid on this puzzle is identified with a red rectangle.  

Allow time for puzzle solving and the moving of pieces until the learner is satisfied 

with his or her work.   

Trays may be used for other puzzle levels, as well. 
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A row is horizontal across the puzzle. 

A column is vertical up and down the puzzle. 

A sub-grid is a smaller grid of the same number of 

squares as a row or column.  For an 8 X 8 puzzle, it is a 

small grid of just 8 squares within the puzzle.  

sub grid 

of 8 X 8 

row 

column 
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A sub-grid for a 4 X 4 puzzle is 4 squares.  

A sub-grid for a 6 X 6 puzzle is 6 squares.  

A sub-grid for an 8 X 8 puzzle is 8 squares.  

A sub-grid for a 9 X 9 puzzle is 9 squares.  

 

sub grid 

of 8 X 8 

sub grid 

of 4 X 4 

sub grid 

of 9 X 9 

sub grid 

of 6 X 6 

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Wise-Owl-Factory
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Artistic-Educational-Clip-Art


 

©2015 Carolyn Wilhelm, art by Artistic Educational Clip Art 

Notice that each animal is only placed in one row, 

column, or sub-grid area on any Sudoku puzzle.  One by 

one, place each puzzle piece on the puzzle.  Notice 

there are no duplicates in any row, column, or sub-grid 

area.  Move the piece around verify the picture is 

present only once.  Add another puzzle piece, and 

verify again. Add an entire row or column of pieces and 

see there are no repeats in a row or column. 

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Wise-Owl-Factory
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Artistic-Educational-Clip-Art


 

©2015 Carolyn Wilhelm, art by Artistic Educational Clip Art 

Apply the rule that one picture only will fit in a row, 

column, or sub-grid within a larger puzzle.  Determine 

which picture is missing in a row, and place the puzzle 

piece there.  Make your own observations about how 

the puzzle works.  
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Level 2 will still have only one picture in a row, column, 

or sub-grid within a larger puzzle.  Determine which 

pictures are missing in a row, and place the puzzle 

pieces there.  If needed, move pieces to correct for a 

double picture in a row, column, or sub-grid.  

The puzzle doesn’t have to be correct until finished.  

Notice your thinking as you solve the puzzle. 
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Level 3 will still have only one picture in a row, column, 

or sub-grid within a larger puzzle.  More pictures will be 

missing, as this is a more difficult level.  Determine which 

pictures are missing in a row, and place the puzzle 

pieces there.  Start with a row or column with one or few 

pictures missing.  Move the pieces around as necessary 

as you problem solve. 
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Levels 4 and 5 require thinking strategically. The strategies will also 

work for the other puzzles but are essential at more difficult levels.  

STRATEGY ONE:  Beginning with the columns missing the fewest pieces, 

work to place one of each picture in a column. Determine which 

pictures are missing in each column.  Line up the missing pieces under 

each column. . Check the rows and sub-grids for accuracy of the 

placements.  

 

Puzzle with pieces moved into 

column positions.  
Move pictures into the 

columns with the fewest 

missing pictures first. Check 

rows and sub-grids to see 

where pictures belong. 
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Levels 4 and 5 require thinking strategically. The strategies will also 

work for the other puzzles, but are essential at more difficult levels.  

STRATEGY TWO:  Beginning with the rows missing the fewest pieces, 

work to place one of each picture.  Determine which pictures are 

missing in each row.  Work on one or more rows at a time. Use the 

other pictures  in rows, columns, or sub-grids to assist in problem 

solving. 

Determine missing pieces in a row, place them ready for use. Use the 

pictures in the columns and sub-grids to help place puzzle pieces.  
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Levels 4 and 5 require thinking strategically. The strategies will also 

work for the other puzzles, but are essential at more difficult levels.  

STRATEGY THREE:  Beginning with the sub-grid with the fewest missing 

pictures, determine which pictures are missing in each sub-grid. This 

method may be difficult at first, as the focus is on an area requiring a 

special view.  

For an 8 X 8 puzzle, focus on one sub-grid at a time. Move the missing 

pieces near the sub-grid and determine placement by also consulting 

the pictures in the rows and grids.  
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Levels 4 and 5 require thinking strategically. The strategies will also 

work for the other puzzles, but are essential at more difficult levels.  

STRATEGY THREE:  Begin by finding the row, column, or sub-grid with 

the fewest missing pieces. Switch from a finished row, column, or sub-

grid to the next one with the fewest missing pieces.   

For this puzzle, work on areas that are more completely finished first.  

As a row, column, or sub-grid is completed, it will help complete the 

next most complete area.   
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