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What  
is  

flash 
fiction 

? 
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Deceptively  
complicated very 

short fictional  
stories 

What is 
flash 

fiction 
writing? 
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 Synonyms for 

the term  
Flash Fiction 

sudden fiction 
 micro fiction 

short short stories 

quick fiction  



 

©2018 by Wise Owl Factory, LLC 

 
 story opening 

Begin writing a flash fiction story in 

the middle of the action. Use 

showing sentences, not telling 

sentences. Show the reader the 

tip of the iceberg.  
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 Example 

“Miracle” (Photo: ksvetlaya, Big Stock Photo) 
  

“Do you see the clouds running with us?!” 
 

Miracle 

Theodore Jerome Cohen 

  
They were on the Acela bound for Penn Station in New York City, a young woman in dark classes with her 
middle-aged parents. There was an intensity about her, something I couldn’t put my finger on, something that 
betrayed an unfathomable interest in everything happening within our car as well as on the platform in 
Philadelphia as we left the station. She took in every nuance, not staring, mind you, but still, looking at people 
with a focus beyond the casual, always mindful to smile and nod so as not to make them uncomfortable but 
still, sufficient to take their measure. 
 

If you travel as much as I have, few are the things that surprise anymore. Amuse, yes; make you stop and think, 
perhaps. But by and large, people fall into regular patterns and do the expected. Which is to say, each of us 
goes about out daily routine in a predicable manner meant to “lubricate” the social contract. 
  
Which is why the young woman’s utterances about what she saw out the window were unsettling. 
  
“Look how fast the trees are moving,” she exclaimed. And then, turning to her parents, she enthused, “Do you 
see the clouds running with us?!” 

  
Seeing this childish behavior, I gently asked the father, “Have you had her examined by a doctor?” 

  
He laughed. “We’re just coming from the hospital. She’s been blind since birth. This is the first time she’s been 
able to see.” 
 

Copyright, Theodore Jerome Cohen, 2018, reproduced by permission 
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 Hook the 

reader 
 

Any book or story must begin with 

a sentence to hook and interest 

the reader. This is even more true 

in flash fiction writing.  
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Only a Few 
Characters 

& 
Concentrate 

on one 
It is a very short story mostly told 

from the viewpoint of one 

character. Be sure to mention the 

traits of the character.  
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A Note from 
Author 

Theodore 
Jerome Cohen 

 

The contents of Creative Ink, Flashy Fiction (his 

third flash fiction anthology), have stories of 250 

words or less in length. They are best 

compared to a handful of peanuts or M& M’s. 

Which is to say, they’re tiny, bite-sized morsels 

that won’t let you stop with one! 

 
Cohen, Theodore Jerome; Devine, Alyssa. Creative Ink, 

Flashy Fiction: Flash Fiction Anthology - Book 3 (Flash Fiction 

Anthologies) (p. 56). TJC Press. Kindle Edition.  
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Writing Tip 
from Author 

Theodore 
Jerome  
Cohen 

“Think about your life and your 

experiences. You are unique. There is no 

one like you. Talk about the things that 

mattered or matter to you…the things that 

changed you or how you, in some way, 

changed the life of someone else. And just 

start writing…put down the things that 

come to you…there’s always time to 

rearrange and edit…don’t wait for that 

first sentence; write the second sentence!”  



 

©2018 by Wise Owl Factory, LLC 

 

 

Another tip 
from TJC 

Photographs 
are used as 

“prompts” for 
flash fiction 
See why? Do these photographs make 

you think of stories to accompany them?  
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Overriding 
question : 

Does something 
significant 
change in the 

story?  
This is literary fiction’s version of 

plot. It can be subtle, but it must 

be felt by the characters and by 

the reader.  
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Show  
Don’t  
Tell 

 

Remember to use showing 

sentences, and what you know 

about the important traits of 

writing.  
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Stretch out 
a Small 
Moment 

 

Expand and stretch out a small moment to 

make it a flash fiction story. One trick is to 

tell the story to yourself by touching 3 

pieces of paper: beginning, middle, and 

end. Tell what happens in each part. Think 

about the story you just told aloud and 

write it down, using flash fiction strategies.  
 

Lucy Calkins has many lessons about how to expand a 

small moment included in her book, Small Moments (Units 

of Study for Primary Writing: A Yearlong Curriculum). 
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Like  
a 

Tweet 
 

*communicate urgency 

*call to action 

*include a photo 

*use humor if appropriate 

*write for the reader  
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 Not Too  

Many 
Details 

 

Give just enough information the 

reader knows what is going on but 

allow them the pleasure of puzzling 

out the story.  Leave them wanting 

to know more or even research the 

topic.  
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Be Concise 
and Germane 

 

How should we tell about a movie we saw or 

a book we read? Think of how some people 

tell too much and wander from the point of 

the story when they talk.  
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Have a Great 
Ending . . . 

Leave the 
Reader 

Thinking 
 

The concluding paragraph 

surprises the reader and makes a 

clinching statement. It is almost like 

writing a brain teaser.   



 

©2018 by Wise Owl Factory, LLC 

 
 How many 

words are in a 
Flash 

Fiction 
writing 
piece?  

 

The length of a flash fiction writing 

piece depends on the assignment 

or contest requirements.  

100 words 

250 words 

1000 words 
2000 words 

(or other word lengths) 
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Name _________________________   Date_______________ 

opening 

sentence in 

middle of the 

action 

a show don’t tell 

sentence 

describe 

moment to 

expand 

plan a 

photograph to 

accompany the 

story 

conclusion, 

clincher, surprise 

the reader 
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surprising first  

sentence  

or question 

paragraph 1  

three  

main points 

describe 

moment to 

expand 

plan a 

photograph to 

accompany the 

story 

conclusion, 

clincher, surprise 

the reader 
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surprising first  

sentence  
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sentence 

describe 

moment to 

expand 

plan a 

photograph to 

accompany the 

story 

conclusion, 

clincher, surprise 

the reader 

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

 

Name _________________________   Date_______________ 



What’s the Matter? 

_____________________________________
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_____________________________________ 

 



Seagulls 
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Missed 

_____________________________________
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Look Who’s Here! 
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Personal Chauffer 
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Happy Now? 

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________ 
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Flash Fiction Writing Piece Rubric 

Name __________________________________    Date ______________ 

 10 5 1 

 

The story opens with a surprise or 

otherwise engages the reader, starting 

in the middle of the action.  

   

 

At least one excellent showing (not 

telling) sentence is included.  
   

 

The story expands a small moment or is 

otherwise very short.  
   

 

 

A photograph, image, or drawing was 

included to enhance the story.  
   

 

There is a puzzle or thought-provoking 

ending, which makes the reader want 

to more know.  

   

 Total    
 

 

 

 



Flash Fiction Writing Piece Rubric 

Name __________________________________    Date ______________ 

 10 5 1 

 

The story opens with a surprise or 

otherwise engages the reader, starting 

in the middle of the action.  

   

 

At least one excellent showing (not 

telling) sentence is included.  
   

 

The story expands a small moment or is 

otherwise very short.  
   

 

 

A photograph, image, or drawing was 

included to enhance the story.  
   

 

There is a puzzle or thought-provoking 

ending, which makes the reader want 

to more know.  

   

 Total    
Number of words in writing piece: 

100           250            1000             2000 

 

 

Extra Credit: Documented source for story idea ____________ 
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Flash Fiction 
 

 

Name ______________________________________  Date ________________  

 

 

Name of writing piece _____________________________________________ 
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Flash Fiction 
 

 

Name ______________________________________  Date ________________  

 

 

Name of writing piece _____________________________________________ 
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Flash 
Fiction 

 

 

Name ____________________________  

Date _____________________________  
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Flash Fiction 
 

 

Name ______________________________________  Date ________________  

 

 

Name of writing piece _____________________________________________ 
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copyrights on the art and they do not belong with this PDF.  

It is a violation of copyright laws to remove the graphics from this presentation for other uses. 

If you wish to use these graphics for yourself, you can find them by following the links 

provided to the graphics stores. Thank you for respecting copyright laws and the artists that 

created them. 
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