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The monarch 

butterfly has an 

easily recognizable 

black, orange, and 

white pattern. It 

grows up to 4 

inches long. 
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recognizable, 

grows up to 4 

inches long 



  

 

Monarch eggs are 

laid on milkweed 

plants. They hatch 

in about 4 days.  
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egg egg 

hatch in 4 days on 

milkweed plants 
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It is not correct to 

call a butterfly 

pupa a cocoon, 

because it does not 

have a silken 

covering. 
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chrysalis  chrysalis  

not a cocoon 



  

 

In the pupa, the 

butterfly changes to 

an adult butterfly. 

 

 

pupa pupa 

pupa  pupa 

final changes 

towards becoming 

an adult butterfly 



  

 

Caterpillar refers 

only to a butterfly or 

moth between the 

egg and pupa 

stages.  
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caterpillar caterpillar 

only butterflies and 

moths can be this  



  

 

Males have a black 

spot on a vein on 

each hind wing that 

the female does 

not have.   

 

 

adult adult 

adult adult 

easy to tell males 

and females apart 



  

 

Ephemeral means 

lasting a short time. 

Monarch butterflies 

born in summer live 

2 to 6 weeks. 
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ephemeral ephemeral 

lasting  

a short time  



  

 

Migrating monarchs 

born at the end of 

summer live up to 8 

months and may 

travel up to 3000 

miles.  
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Monarchs cannot 

live in winter areas 

and so fly south. 

They are the only 

butterfly to migrate 

two ways like birds.  
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migration migration 

migrate two ways 

like birds 



  

 

Butterflies rely on 

milkweed plants. 

They lay eggs on 

the underside  

of the leaves.   
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milkweed pod milkweed pod 

lay eggs on this 

plant’s leaves 



  

 

The pod contains 

seeds for new 

milkweed plants.  
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milkweed seeds milkweed seeds 

seeds for new 

plants 



  

 

Monarchs have a 

complete 

metamorphosis with 

four distinct stages 

of growth.  
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life cycle life cycle 

complete 

metamorphosis  


