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Black bears can 

live 30 to 40 years. 

The average 
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18 years.  
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The average 

weight of a black 

bear male is 250 
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pounds for a 

female bear. 
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Black bears are 

considered to be 

highly effective 

hibernators. 
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Black bears seek 

dense cover for 

warmth, to sleep, 

and to hide. They 

usually live in 

forests. 
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Black bears are 

active only at  

dawn and dusk.   

In urban areas 

they can be 

nocturnal. 
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Black bears are 

omnivores and will 

eat a variety of 

plants and meats. 
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Black bear 

predators include 

other black bears, 

man, and grizzly 

bears.  
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The big dipper's 

seven bright stars 

form a portion of 

the great bear or 

Ursa Major 

constellation.
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Bear awareness 

promotes safety.  
http://www.nps.gov/yell/

planyourvisit/bearsafety.htm 
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Black bears have 

been known to 

open jar lids. 
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Bears have been 

known to open 

door handles.  
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Smokey Bear was 

modeled on a 

black bear. It is a 

mascot to remind 

people to put out 

forest fires.  
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The black 

bear does not 

have a hump 

like the grizzly.  
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