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Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt 
Think-Pair-Share Discussion Question #1 

 

Look at the picture and think about quilts.  How do you think Clara came up with the 

idea for her quilt to become a map?   In the book it says she saw a piece of fabric in 

the shape of a cow.  Why do you think that helped her think of the idea? 
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Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt 
Think-Pair-Share Discussion Question #2 

Because Clara lived so simply as a slave and had very few supplies, how was she able to 

find materials and time to work on her quilt?  Why did it take so long to make it?  Could 

she simply ask people for materials for sewing? 
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Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt 
Think-Pair-Share Discussion Question #3 

 
What do you think would have happened if Clara had been made to stay in the fields 

picking cotton, instead of sewing? 
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Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt 
Think-Pair-Share Discussion Question #4 

 

Sweet Clara said, “Then I started piecing 

the scraps of cloth with the scraps of things 

I was learning.” 

When Aunt Rachel asked what pattern 

Clara was making on the quilt, Clara an-

swered, “I don’t know, Aunt Rachel.  I’m 

just patching it together as I go.” 

 

  What does this mean?  

Is Clara able to say what is on her mind, 

even when she is at home?   
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Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt 
Think-Pair-Share Discussion Question #5 

 

Why did people say things like this to Clara: 

“I heard the master saying yesterday he didn’t want to travel to Mr. 

Morse’s place ‘cause it’s over twenty miles north o’ here.” 
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Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt 
Think-Pair-Share Discussion Question #6 

 

Explain these sentences near the ending of the story: 

“Up there through the woods. North. To Canada.” 

“It was like being in a dream you already dreamed.” 
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Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt 
Think-Pair-Share Discussion Question #7 

 

Discuss why Clara did not take the quilt with her, and did not need it 

to find the way along the Underground Railroad.   

Why was it good she left it behind? 
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