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Charlie Anderson 
By Barbara Abercrombie, illustrated by Marc Graham 

Name __________________________________  Date  ____________ 

Directions:  Please put the following story events in order. 
 

___1__ Anderson lived with his day family for seven years.   

______ The actual story begins when Charlie wandered into a house.   

______ Elizabeth and Sarah went to look for Charlie. 

______ The cat is named Charlie Anderson. 

______ The girls find out they can't take the cat to the city. 

___5__ A storm happens one night. 

______ The cat begins to grow fat. 

______ The girls were too worried to eat chocolate chip cookies. 

 

How does the reader know that the cat didn't have two families for 

the entire seven years? 

What time of year does the cat begin to go to Elizabeth and Sarah's 

house, and how do you know?  

Why did the cat like Elizabeth more than Sarah?   

What did the day family think the cat did at night?  

 

What did the night family think the cat did during the day? 

 

Why do you think Charlie Anderson wanted to have two families? 
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KEY Charlie Anderson KEY 
By Barbara Abercrombie, illustrated by Marc Graham 

 

Directions:  Please put the following story events in order. 
 

___1__ Anderson lived with his day family for seven years.   

___2__ The actual story begins when Charlie wandered into a house.   

___6__ Elizabeth and Sarah went to look for Charlie. 

___8__ The cat is named Charlie Anderson. 

___4__ The girls find out they can't take the cat to the city. 

___5__ A storm happens one night. 

___3__ The cat begins to grow fat. 

___7__ The girls were too worried to eat chocolate chip cookies. 

 

How does the reader know that the cat didn't have two families for the entire 

seven years?  

The cat wasn't fat in the beginning of the story and it gains weight after Eliza-

beth and Sarah begin to care for it.  Also, Elizabeth and Sarah seem to be the 

same age throughout the story, and they would have been babies or toddlers 

when they found it and then older near the end of the story if they had it 7 

years. 

What time of year does the cat begin to go to Elizabeth and Sarah's house, 

and how do you know?   

It must have been fall.  The clues are a pumpkin near their doorway and it was 

a cold night.  There was green grass and later in the story it snows. 

Why did the cat like Elizabeth more than Sarah?   

Probably because Elizabeth fed him and took care of him. 

What did the day family think the cat did at night?   

They thought he hunted at night. 

What did the night family think the cat did during the day?  

They thought he went into the woods and was a country cat. 

Why do you think Charlie Anderson wanted to have two families? 

Answers will vary.  Some children may say he wanted more food, some may 

say he wanted more attention or love, some may say he was getting old and 

was tired of hunting. 

 

The focus of this story should be basically for children in the joint custody ar-

rangement to help them feel there is normalcy in the arrangement.  There are 

few stories about this subject in primary grades. 
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For the writing frame on pages 6-12, use these 

options for differentiation: 

 

1. Use just pages 6 and 7 for emergent writers who 

will basically write one page. 

2. Use pages 6-11 for early fluent writers who will 

write different amounts on the pages. 

3. Use pages 6-11 for independent writers who 

want the pictures already drawn for them. 

4. Use pages 6 and 13-17 for independent writers 

who can write and illustrate their own stories. 
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The Lost Cat 
A story by:  _____________________________ 

Date:  _______________ 
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One day a lost cat arrived on a doorstep.  It had had 

been sleeping outside.  It was so cute! 
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The family loved the little cat and made it a 

little bed. 
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The cat was happy but it disappeared every night! 
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One day they saw their cat with another family. The 

family was calling the cat inside for the night. The cat 

waved and they knew it was their cat. 

 

 
Look, my 

other  

family! 
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The families talked to each other and discovered the 

cat had two homes!   

 

https://www.thewiseowlfactory.com/


Name ______________________              Date _____________ 

©2011-2017 Carolyn Wilhelm, Wise Owl Factory 

 

https://www.thewiseowlfactory.com/


Name ______________________              Date _____________ 

©2011-2017 Carolyn Wilhelm, Wise Owl Factory 

 

https://www.thewiseowlfactory.com/


Name ______________________              Date _____________ 

©2011-2017 Carolyn Wilhelm, Wise Owl Factory 

 

https://www.thewiseowlfactory.com/


Name ______________________              Date _____________ 

©2011-2017 Carolyn Wilhelm, Wise Owl Factory 

https://www.thewiseowlfactory.com/


Name ______________________              Date _____________ 

©2011-2017 Carolyn Wilhelm, Wise Owl Factory 

 

 
Look, my 

other  

family! 

https://www.thewiseowlfactory.com/


Name ______________________              Date _____________ 

©2011-2017 Carolyn Wilhelm, Wise Owl Factory 

https://www.thewiseowlfactory.com/

