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MATILDA BONE, by Karen Cushman 
 
1.  Matilda was sent to help Peg the Bone Setter in exchange for a penny and her keep.  Peg lived: 

a)  on The Street of the Cupmakers 
b)  on Blood and Bone Alley  
c)  in a fine manor 
d)  at The Church of Saint Zoe, the Martyr 
 

2.  Why did Peg say, "I fear I have made a bad bargain.  You are not good for much." 
a)  Matilda tipped the kettle and spilled the liquid.  
b)  Matilda was vegetarian and would not eat sausage. 
c)  Matilda wanted to study reading and writing and figuring, not bone  
 setting. 
c)  Matilda had small hands. 
 

3.  Matilda was sent to market to buy food she would cook for dinner.  This was difficult because: 
a)  She had never before shopped. 
b)  She didn't know her way around the town. 
c)  She had to be careful of chamber pots. 
d)  All of the above.   
 

4.  Old Mother Uffa went to Peg the Bonsetters for her: 
a)  arthritis 
b)  a broken collar bone 
c)   her old cat   
d)  a wart on her chin 
 

5.  Matilda had a very difficult life at Peg's after a very comfortable life with Father Leufredus.  She 
writes to him for help at: 

a)  Lower Woadmarsh 
b)  The Church of Saint Zoe, the Martyr 
c)  St. Werburga's Church   
d)  Horanswith Leech's home 
 

6.  Why didn't Matilda ask questions to learn about bone setting? 
a)  Peg didn't pay her the penny she owed her, so without pay she didn't care to learn. 
b)  Father Leufredus said curiosity revealed an unquiet mind. 
c)  She knew she would be living in London very soon. 
d)  There were almost no broken bones during the winter, so Matilda and Peg were bored. 
 
 

7.  Matilda thought Master Theobald was the best doctor, and that only he could help Nathaniel's 
failing eyesight.  She thought this because: 

a)  He prescribed the fat of a medium-sized viper and ant eggs as part of a remedy. 
b)  He was rich. 
c)  He knew Latin. 
d)  All of the above.   
 



8.  Matilda has a friend who works for Master Theobald, also named Matilda.  The friend Matilda 
becomes very ill.  Matilda Bone needs to find a doctor, and decides to ask: 

a)  Master Theobald 
b)  Peg the Bonesetter 
c)  Doctor Margery   
d)  Effie 
 

9.  Nathaniel Cross (the apothecary) was losing his sight, and Matilda wrote a letter asking for help 
for him.  A letter came and announced a new treatment: 

a)  spitting on a cat a midnight 
b)  shiny glass disks help the sight   
c)  knowing the birth date and time to use a horoscope to solve the problem 
d)  avoiding all oil and moisture producing foods:  no beans, no fish, no milk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MATILDA BONE  by Karen Cushman  TEACHER ANSWER KEY 
1.  Matilda was sent to help Peg the Bone Setter in exchange for a penny and her keep.  Peg lived: 

a)  on The Street of the Cupmakers 
b)  on Blood and Bone Alley (correct) 
c)  in a fine manor. 
d)  at The Church of Saint Zoe, the Martyr 

2.  Why did Peg say, "I fear I have made a bad bargain.  You are not good for much." 
a)  Matilda tipped the kettle and spilled the liquid. (correct) 
b)  Matilda was vegetarian and would not eat sausage. 
c)  Matilda wanted to study reading and writing and figuring, not bone setting. 
c)  Matilda had small hands. 

3.  Matilda was sent to market to buy food she would cook for dinner.  This was difficult because: 
a)  She had never before shopped. 
b)  She didn't know her way around the town. 
c)  She had to be careful of chamber pots. 
d)  All of the above.  (Correct) 

4.  Old Mother Uffa went to Peg the Bonsetters for her: 
a)  arthritis 
b)  a broken collar bone 
c)   her old cat  (correct) 
d)  a wart on her chin 

5.  Matilda had a very difficult life at Peg's after a very comfortable life with Father Leufredus.  She writes to 
him for help at: 

a)  Lower Woadmarsh 
b)  The Church of Saint Zoe, the Martyr 
c)  St. Werburga's Church  (Correct) 
d)  Horanswith Leech's home 

6.  Why didn't Matilda ask questions to learn about bone setting? 
a)  Peg didn't pay her the penny she owed her, so without pay she didn't care to learn. 
b)  Father Leufredus said curiosity revealed an unquiet mind. (Correct) 
c)  She knew she would be living in London very soon. 
d)  There were almost no broken bones during the winter, so Matilda and Peg were bored. 

7.  Matilda thought Master Theobald was the best doctor, and that only he could help Nathaniel's failing 
eyesight.  She thought this because: 

a)  He prescribed the fat of a medium-sized viper and ant eggs as part of a remedy. 
b)  He was rich. 
c)  He knew Latin. 
d)  All of the above.  (Correct) 

8.  Matilda has a friend who works for Master Theobald, also named Matilda.  The friend Matilda becomes very 
ill.  Matilda Bone needs to find a doctor, and decides to ask: 

a)  Master Theobald 
b)  Peg the Bonesetter 
c)  Doctor Margery  (Correct) 
d)  Effie 

9.  Nathaniel Cross (the apothecary) was losing his sight, and Matilda wrote a letter asking for help for him.  A 
letter came and announced a new treatment: 

a)  spitting on a cat a midnight 
b)  shiny glass disks help the sight  (Correct) 
c)  knowing the birth date and time to use a horoscope to solve the problem 
d)  avoiding all oil and moisture producing foods.  no beans, no fish, no milk 

 


