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Allen Say is an Asian American writer and illustrator.
These stories take place in Japan. They are written and illustrated by Allen Say. He was born in
Japan and has won the Caldecott Medal for a book he wrote, Grandfather's Journey.
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The Bicycle Man
Written and illustrated by Allen Say

Name______________________

Date ________

1. Where does the story take place?
2. What could the children see from their playground
area?

3. What special day is this story about?

4. What did they do to prepare for the special day?

5. What did the parents do?
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7. What were some of the prizes?

8. What are some of the things they ate for lunch?

9. When did the children scream with delight?

10. Why did everyone suddenly become quiet?

11. What did one of the soldiers do?

12. Why did the soldier get the largest prize?
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The Bicycle Man
Written and illustrated by Allen Say

Name______________________

Date ________

1. Where does the story take place?
A south island in Japan
2. What could the children see from their playground
area?
The town, ships, the harbor and the sea
3. What special day is this story about?
It was sportsday. (sportsday is spelled as one word in
the story, two words would be fine)
4. What did they do to prepare for the special day?

They swept the playground with brooms, tied flags and
streamers to poles, and drew lines on the ground
with chalk.
5. What did the parents do?
The parents brought lunch and tea, and spread out
straw mats to watch the sports.
©2015 C Wilhelm

7. What were some of the prizes?
The prizes were oranges, rice cakes, and pencils.
8. What are some of the things they ate for
lunch?
Pickled melon rinds, egg rolls, spiced rice and fish
cakes, apples, peaches, and sweets of all
sorts.
9. When did the children scream with delight?
When the teachers and parents fell down in a
three legged race.
10. Why did everyone suddenly become quiet?
When they saw two American soldiers.
11. What did one of the soldiers do?
One of the soldiers did great bicycle tricks as an
unplanned event that day.
12. Why did the soldier get the largest prize?
Because he did something so nice for the children
by entertaining them with bicycle tricks.
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The Boy in the Garden
By Allen Say

Name _________________________________ Date _________
Directions: Write the answer you think is correct. Inferring is "the author plus me" so the answers will not be
stated in the story. You must mix the author's words and your own thoughts to arrive
The story that Mama read to Jiro was The Grateful Crane. What lesson do you think The Grateful Crane
teaches us?
Why do you think Jiro noticed
the statue of the crane? Why
did he think it was really alive?
Why did Jiro think the tea
house in the garden was the
woodcutter's house?
Why was Jiro able to tie the obi
on his Kimono without his
mother's help?
The first pictures of the garden
had green trees. Why did the
woman come in out of a
snowstorm?
Why did Jiro want to take care
of the woman?

Why wouldn't Jiro peak at the
woman weaving?

Why did Jiro tell his father the
crane in the garden was just a
statue?
What are clues the boy was
having a dream?

What are some clues it wasn't
a dream?

Have you ever heard a story
and then had a dream similar
to the story?
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The Boy in the Garden Answer Key
The story that Mama read to Jiro was The Grateful Crane. What lesson do you think The Grateful Crane
teaches us? If someone helps us, we should be grateful and not be greedy.
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Why do you think Jiro noticed the
statue of the crane? Why did he
think it was really alive?

He was thinking about the crane in the story and
wished it was alive. He was probably wondering if
cranes were magic.

Why did Jiro think the teahouse in the
garden was the woodcutter's house?

It was similar to the house in the story and he
thought maybe the woodcutter lived there.

Why was Jiro able to tie the obi on his
Kimono without his mother's help?

In our dreams we can do many things we cannot
do in real life.

The first pictures of the garden had green
trees. Why did the woman come in out
of a snowstorm?

The myth had a snowstorm and Jiro wanted the
story to happen again; it was like he was
expecting the woman and the snow.

Why did Jiro want to take care of the
woman?

The story doesn't say but children may think he maybe
has no living mother, or that he wanted the woman to
stay as a mother figure.

Why wouldn't Jiro peak at the
woman weaving?

In the story the woman left when the husband peaked
and Jiro wanted her to stay.

Why did Jiro tell his father the crane
in the garden was just a statue?

Father had laughed at Jiro for thinking the statue was alive,
so maybe he didn't want father to laugh at him again. Also,
maybe he wanted to keep his memory of the crane a secret
to himself.

What are clues the boy was having a
dream?

Snow was not in the beginning of the story; he could tie the
obi, he thought he would go to work like a man, the crane
was alive for him, he looked for firewood in the snow to sell,
maybe children will say there was no loom in the teahouse.

What are some clues it wasn't a
dream?

There were many details that were so clear. If it happened in
a story, maybe it could happen again. Jiro was alone so
Father could not be sure of what happened in the tea house.
The woman told Jiro he had a big imagination and did not
admit to being a crane.

Have you ever heard a story and then had a
dream similar to the story?

answers will vary

teahouse
firewood
snowstorm

outside
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grownup
woodcutter
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